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One Hundred Years Later 
 
World War I, also known as The Great War or the War to 
End All Wars, began on July 28, 1914 and continued for 
four years.   
 
The armistice to end this “Great War” was signed 100 
years ago on November 11, 1918. 
 
Historians across the nation have been memorializing 
events from this historic war the last several years – 
GLHSM would like to look at local events of that time with 
exploring how Loveland area residents participated in this 
global event.  We are looking for stories, memorabilia, and 
other information that residents and members would like 
to share with us and the community.   
 
If you have something to loan (military items, quilts from 
the era) or a story to tell, please give us a call at 683-5692, 
so we can discuss your potential contribution or loan.     
 
It was the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 
Austria on June 28, 1914 that precipitated the first 
invasion in July.   The United States did not enter the war 
until April 1917 and became a significant force in Europe 
by early 1918.    
 

Although the United States did not enter the war until 
1917, the sinking of the British ship Lusitania on May 7, 
1915 by a German submarine turned public opinion 
against Germany, which contributed to the US entry into 
the war.   The surprise attack killed 1,195, including 128 
Americans.   

 

Museum Closed until 
February 17th 

 
The museum will be closed for January and two weeks in 
February, opening again on Saturday, February 17th with 
a World War I Exhibit.   
 
The office and library will be open by appointment part 
time during the week throughout January and February.   

The old sleigh has been remade and thanks to Nancy 
Garfinkel for painting it red and black, it was ready in 

time for the Christmas Holidays. Shown here are Nancy 
Morgan’s grandsons, Brady & Wyatt.  

 

January is Membership 
Month 

 
The GLHSM membership year runs from January 1 
through December 31st.  We accept memberships at any 
time of the year, but it is helpful if continuing members  
send in their dues this month. 
 
Paying on time will guarantee your receiving the 
newsletter on time and receive e-mail updates of 
programs and other events throughout the year.   
 
Please complete the enclosed membership form and 
return with you check by February 28th.    Some of you 
have sent your dues already and Life members do not 
need to pay annual dues.   

Thanks for your prompt response 

 

WINTER 2018 

The sinking of the Lusitania, May 7, 1915 



Annual Giving 2017 
  
Thanks to everyone who made a donation to our Annual 
Giving campaign this year – we took in a total of $7550, 
one of the highest amounts since we started this 
fundraising over five years ago.   
 

$1000 Level 
Shirley Scharfenberger 

 
$500 Level 

 Roger & Janet Beller 
Norman & Marcia Neal 

Bonnie & John Schneider 
Jenny & Barry Shives 

 
$250 Level 

Jeff Atkinson – Edward Jones 
Rae & Charles Bauer 

Carolyn Bingaman 
Peggy French 

John Hill Construction 
 

$100 Level 
 John & Monica Achberger 

Barbara Rockwood Alexander 
Patricia Benton 

Alan & Mora Brookes 
Richard & Deirdre Dyson 
Harold & Linda Eberenz 

Randle Egbert 
Patricia Furterer 

Avery Foster 
Michael & Peggy Goodwin 

Jim & Ellen Hooper 
Mildred Jones 

Jack Lohr 
Garry & Sandra Maynes 

Mary Nahrup 
Kay Napier 

Jim & Ann Rhoda 
Marilyn Schildmeyer 

Steve Schultz 
Curg Shields 
Tano Bistro 

Charles & Karen Waple 
 

Other Contributions 
Rob & Pam Bauer 

John & Elizabeth Bell 
Joan Calder 

Tom & Nancy Conlon 
Jason Durden 

Freda Hill 
Tom & Kathy Hogan 

Janet Lindle 
Howard & Diane Lung 

Mary Kim Molloy 
Nancy Morgan 

Tim and Kay Bolin O’Grady 
Marilyn Olberding 

Carlotta Owens 
Jim & Pat Reid 

John & Elizabeth Robinson 
Stan Seto 

Don Shrout Insurance Agency 
Linda Slusher 

Jeff & Kendall Strunk 
Lyn Thompson 

Emit Ward 
 

GLHSM does receive other monetary donations 
throughout the year and we extend our thanks to them as 
well.  

 

Lunch & Learn 
Wednesday, March 14; 11:30 - 2:00 

 
As be begin the commemoration of the First World War, 
we are pleased to announce that we have two speakers 
from the Veterans Memorial Museum Foundation 
(VMMF), a non-profit organization dedicated to 
preserving the oral traditions and physical artifacts of US 
Armed Forces Veterans, located in Germantown, OH.   
 
The first speaker is David Shortt, CWO US Army Retired 
(1979-2004) and founder of the VMMF.  He will give a 
brief introduction to the Museum, which is dedicated to 
honor the Veterans of the Revolutionary War through the 
Global War on Terror.  The VMMF’s mission is conducted 
on site through static displays of thousands of Veteran’s 
personal artifacts, mobile displays and presentations at 
various Veterans, civic, public and educational 
institutions.  The VMMF has worked with many local 
universities, public and private schools on quality 
American History Education.  The Museum is operated by 
a dedicated core of volunteer, including veterans and 
family members, academics, students and historians.  
The VMMF was founded in 2009 and is housed in a circa 
1850 cigar factory and former Masonic Temple in the 
heart of beautiful historic Germantown. 
 
The second speaker is Jeremy Bowles, of Carlisle, OH 
and one of VMMF’s WWI Historians.  He will conduct a 
fifty minute presentation of WWI Veterans which artifacts 
are on display in the museum.  This will feature the 
American entry into the war and conduct of the war 
through the end in November 1918.   
 
Reservations are required by March 12tt.  The cost is $10 
for members and $15 for non-members.  Please send 
name(s) and check to GLHSM, 201 Riverside Dr. 
Loveland, OH 45140 by March 12. 
 
We may decide to have the presentation in Bonaventure 
so visitors can more easily see our WWI exhibit.  If we 
decide to use the History House and you include a phone 
number or e-mail with your address, you will be notified.   
 
We do encourage everyone to visit our new exhibit on 
World War I.         
 



GLHSM News……… 
 
Late last summer the Board of Trustees agreed to hire 
Executive Service Corps of Cincinnati (ESCC) to provide 
affordable strategic planning consulting services.  The 
goal is to design and begin implementing a long-range 
plan for GLHSM to “continue to build an appreciation for 
the rich historical heritage of the Loveland area by 
preserving and promoting its history for future 
generations.”  (new Vision Statement) 
 
Eight GLHSM members agreed to commit six to eight 
months working with a consultant beginning in November.  
To date the ESCC team has met three evenings and done 
a lot of brainstorming.  The members are Jan Beller, Kate 
Arnold, Andy Bateman, Sue Peterson, Jenny Shives, Rob 
Bauer, Norman Neal, and Pete Bissman. 
 
Accomplishments so far includes a Vision Statement (see 
quotes above), revised our mission statement, and 
discussed ways to increase community involvement, 
awareness & presence, and a variety of events and ways 
to change operations.  We also came up with a list of 
potential people to interview to get some outside input – 
these will be completed in January and will provide some 
ideas for further discussion. 
 
The goal is to have a working document with committed 
people to use over the next two to five years, evaluating 
and revising as time passes.   

 

New Water Line Installed 
 
Last fall, when the weather was till like summer, GLHSM 
had to have a new water line to the street installed.  The 
problem was old rusty pipes. which was causing lots of 
problems, especially in Bonaventure.   
 
Paterson Plumbing did the work, which included a 
softener, that has greatly improved the quality of the water 
in both buildings.  As you can see by the picture, he did 
not have to dig under the gazebo, which is where the pipe 
is.  Your contributions to our Annual Giving Campaign 
helped pay for this maintenance expense.   

New plantings around the veranda  
 
This past fall Peggy Goodwin and Jan Beller removed the 
old azalea plants around the veranda and put in three Oak 
Leaf Hydrangea and five Watanabei Viburnum plants.  
These should provide blooms throughout the season and 
thrive in this location for many years.   
 
A big thanks to Peggy for her ongoing work in the herb 
garden.  It continues to look lovely with her care 
throughout the season.   
 
 

Lunch & Learn October 25th  
 

About 25 guests enjoyed lunch and speaker Darlene 
West at the last of the 2017 season Lunch and Learn 
sessions.   

 Calendar of Events 
February 17:  Museum reopens 
February 25:  HAC  Fund Raiser – Trivia Night 
March 10:      Region 8 Annual Meeting 
March 14:      Lunch & Learn – WWI 
 
Dates & speakers of other Lunch & Learn Sessions 

to be determined 
 
Summer:      Caledonia Society Pipes & Dancers 
September 29:  Historic Home Tour 



Christmas in Loveland  

The mini train was a big hit  
Thanks to Accounting Plus and Tufts Schildmeyer for 

sponsoring this part of our celebration 
 

Crafts in the Rich Log Cabin appealed to 
lots of children 

 
Thanks to Amy O’Keefe and the girls from St. Columban 

who provided and supervised the crafts. 
 

What better gift for a boy than a Tonka 
Truck? 

 
Decent weather and the city shuttle helped bring between 
300 and 400 visitors into the museum on December 16th 
for refreshment and music inside Bonaventure, plus Dick 
Shaver with his model train in the NFC Gallery.    
 

Children from Ohio Valley Voices delighted 
the audience with songs 

Loveland High School Students  play 
delightful Christmas music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Ellen Camele entertained with the 
player piano  

 
Thanks to all the members who helped make this event 
successful.  Laurie Gordon and her helpers with 
refreshments; Pete Bissman (pictures); greeters, Pat 
Benton, Kristin Tapper, Jenny Shives, Nancy Garfinkel, 
Nancy Morgan, & Jan Beller 
 



 
Member Kay Bolin O’Grady was honored as the 2018 

Valentine Lady on January 6th at Kroger’s Store. 
Shown with Kay is Cory Partin of Tano’s Bistro who was 

named Valentine Escort. 
The Valentine breakfast is Friday, February 9th at the 
Oasis; reservations can be made with the Little Miami 
River Chamber Alliance.   
 

Trivia Night 
Sunday February 25th – 3:00 to 5:00 pm 

Valley Vineyards 
 
The Heritage Advisory Council (HAC) is having a fund-
raising event at Valley Vineyards, Morrow, Oh. on 
February 25th.   
 
This interesting Trivia Event should be a pleasant time for 
a winter Sunday afternoon while giving back to HAC.  The 
funds are used for local Historical Societies grant 
requests (GLHSM has received funds in the past).  So get 
some friends and venture out – cost is $20 per person or 
$100 for a team of six.  Order tickets on line through 
Heritage Advisory Council.  Light refreshments served, 
cash bar.  Raffle baskets will also be available.  
  

In Memoriam 
 

Karen Angela Seifried 
 
Member Karen Seifried died 
November 28, 2017 at the age 
of 66 after a long battle with 
cancer. 
 
Karen was the wife of Roger for 39 years, loving mother  
 of Steven and Amy Seifried and sister of Ken (Janet) 
Mideli.   
 
Karen was an avid bridge player and active volunteer in s 
in several organizations.   
 
Services were held December 4th at St. Barnabas 
Episcopal Church, Montgomery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A ca. 1910 model train on loan from Jim Poe 
Thanks to all the members who loaned toys for our 
Christmas display – Jim Poe, Alan Brookes, Pete 
Bissman, Curg Shields, Jenny Shives, Laurie Gordon, 
Jan Beller, & Kendal Strunk. 
 
Also thank to everyone who helped put and take down 
our Christmas 
display:  Dick 
Binzer, Pete 
Bissman, Alan 
Brookes, Roger 
Beller, Curg 
Shields, Jenny 
Shives, Linda 
Williams, Kristin 
Tapper, and Laurie 
Gordon.                         Magic Lanterns & other toys 
 

 

DOCENTS NEEDED 
 
If our docent coordinator, Pat Benton, was making 
a wish for the New Year, it would be for 12 more 
volunteer docents.  We need volunteers 
desperately! 
 
The museum is only open to the public Saturday 
and Sunday from 1:00 to 4:00 – this is 16 days for 
most months and since we need two docents each 
day, that is 32 each month.  We only have about 
days da a month covered on a regular. 
 
Won’t you consider giving 3 hours each month to 
help us show off Loveland’s historic past?  The only 
requirement is to be a member. a willingness to 
greet visitors and learn about the GLHSM and 
Loveland’s history – all provided for you with 
reading material and hands on guidance.  Also, an 
opportunity to meet some other members! 
 
Pat is eager to talk with you (677-0634) or share an 
afternoon with you (after February 17th).  Or call the 
museum and talk about docent duty and or other 
volunteer opportunities with director Jan Beller. 
 

Thanking you in advance for your  
time and service! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Events of 1918 – Part 1 
by Rob Bauer 

 
On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month this year 
we will commemorate the 100-year anniversary of the 
Armistice that ended hostilities in “the Great War” – the 
War to End all Wars. 
 
This war began in the summer of 1914 with Austria 
declaring war on Serbia, Germany declaring war on 
Russia, and on France, Britain declaring war on Germany, 
and Turkey entering the war on Germany’s side.  Italy 
later declared war on Germany.  All of Europe was 
engulfed in a wave of patriotic frenzy and tens of 
thousands of men rushed to join the military in order that 
they could be part of the glory and adventure before the 
war was over. These romantic ideals were quickly 
quashed by the stark horrors of the war – think of the great 
novel All Quiet on the Western Front.   
 
Generals on both sides utilized tactics from the 19th 
Century that were incompatible with 20th Century 
technology.  The genius, innovation and resources of 
these countries were directed to find better ways to kill 
and destroy.  This war saw the improvements to weapons 
such as the machine gun and artillery pieces as well as 
new weapons such as the tank and submarine.  There 
was the introduction of aerial warfare including the 
utilization of zeppelins to bomb civilian populations. 
Barbed wire was utilized to a great extent and 
mechanized vehicles were used for the first time.  The 
most insidious and horrific development was the use of 
poison gas. 

Thousands of lives were lost in frontal assaults against 
the afore-mentioned technological innovations.  By 
October of 1914 trench warfare started to dominate the 
Western Front.  Over the course of the next few years 
there was an unspoken labyrinth of trenches that 
stretched from the North Sea to the Swiss border.  
 
One positive innovation was the idea of having blood 
banks.  In 1917, a surgeon, Dr. Harold Gillies, devised a 
technique for facial reconstructions, called plastic 
surgery, which required blood transfusions, The rest is 
history. 
 

 
As the casualties mounted in Europe, the United States 
attempted to remain neutral even though there was 
support for both sides from various factions of the 
population.  Woodrow Wilson ran on a platform that he 
would keep the country out of the war.  Nevertheless, a 
series of events, including German’s unrestricted 
submarine warfare campaign, led the US to declare war 
on Germany on April 6, 1917.  A very small and woefully 
unprepared army and navy had to be assembled, trained, 
and transported to Europe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the influx of US troops in 1918 and the fact that the 
British blockade was causing widespread starvation 
within the German civilian population, the Kaiser 
abdicated on November 9th and the armistice was signed 
on November 11th.  This War to End All Wars resulted in 
the deaths of nine to eleven million military personnel and 
approximately five to six million civilians.  The US suffered 
the loss of 53,000 military deaths.  The Treaty of 
Versailles, which formally ended the war was signed on 
June 28, 1919.  
 
Historians argue that the punitive reparation provisions of 
this treaty devastated Germany and allowed an obscure 
German corporal to rise to power.  Adolf Hitler would 
cause another generation to go to war on even a greater 
scale.  The war that ended 100 years ago would no longer 
be known as “The Great War’, but would be known as 
World War I, and Armistice Day would be known as 
Veteran’s Day. 
 
On a side note, in twenty-seven years, a captain of the 
US artillery battery named Harry Truman would have to 
make an agonizing decision.  The decision would unleash 
destruction that had never been imagined and would 
affect our lives even today, 
 
Part 2 will examine how the lives of citizens in our area 
were affected by the events of 1918. 
 

This newsletter can be found on our   
WEB Page 

Trench warfare was used everywhere 

          US recruiting poster 


